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SAFETY

Recognize Safety Information

Safety-Alert Symbol

The Safety-Alert Symbol identifies important safety
messages on equipment, safety signs, in manuals,
or elsewhere. When you see this symbol, be alert
to the possibility of personal injury or death. Follow
the instructions in the safety message.

The use of the word DANGER signifies the
presence of an extreme hazard or unsafe practice
which will most likely result in severe injury or
death.

4\ WARNING

The use of the word WARNING signifies the
presence of a serious hazard or unsafe practice
which may result in serious injury or death.

4\ CAUTION

The use of the word CAUTION signifies possible
hazard or unsafe practice which could result in
personal injury.

IMPORTANT

The use of the word IMPORTANT is to draw
attention to a procedure that needs to be followed
to prevent machine damage.

General Operational Safety
Precautions

= @

Read and understand the operating instructions and
become thoroughly familiar with the equipment and
its controls before operating the dock leveler.

Never operate a dock leveler while a safety device or
guard is removed or disconnected.

Never remove DANGER, WARNING, or CAUTION
signs or decals on the equipment unless replacing
them.

DO NOT activate the equipment until all unauthorized
personnel in the area have been warned and have
moved outside the operating zone.

Remove any tools or foreign objects from the
operating zone before starting.

Keep the operating zone free of obstacles that could
cause a person to trip or fall.
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SAFETY

Operational Safety Precautions

0 Learn the safe way to operate this equipment. Read and understand the
manufacturer's instructions. If you have any questions, ask your supervisor.
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A\ WARNING

Stay clear of dock leveling device when freight
carrier is entering or leaving area.

| P TT T T—

Chock/restrain all freight carriers. Never remove
the wheel chocks until loading or unloading is
finished and truck driver has been given
permission to drive away.

Do not move or use the dock leveling device if
anyone is under or in front of it.

Do not use a broken or damaged dock leveling
device. Make sure proper service and
maintenance procedures have been performed
before using.

ale
_— — — I
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Keep hands and feet clear of pinch points. Avoid
putting any part of your body near moving parts.

Make sure lip overlaps onto trailer at least 4 in.
(102 mm).

Keep a safe distance from both side edges.
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SAFETY

A\ WARNING

Do not use dock leveling device if freight carrier is
too high or too low.

Do not operate any equipment while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs.

=

Do not leave equipment or material unattended on
dock leveling device.
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SAFETY

Maintenance Safety Precautions

A\ WARNING 4\ WARNING
DO NOT grind or weld if hydraulic fluid or other

flammable liquid is present on the surface to be
ground or welded
L)
DO NOT grind or weld if uncontained hydraulic fluid
. or other flammable liquid is present. Stray sparks

can ignite spills or leaks near the work area.

Always post safety warnings and barricade the Always clean up the oil leaks and spills before
work area at dock level and ground level to proceeding with grinding or welding.

prevent unauthorized use of the unit before

maintenance is complete. Always keep a fire extinguisher of the proper type

nearby when grinding or welding.

Failure to follow these instructions may result in
serious personal injury or death.

4\ WARNING

ALWAYS stand clear of dock leveler lip when
working in front of the dock leveler. Failure to do
this may result in serious personal injury or death.

When engaging the maintenance prop
ensure the bridge pin is set in place and
closed before servicing or maintainning
the unit.
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SAFETY

Safety Decals

WARNING

READ THE OWNER'S MANUAL and be familiar with the safe
and proper use of this leveler before you do anything with
this leveler.

SECURE RAMP AND LIP PLATE in a fixed position for
installation or service. Failure to do so can result in personal
injury and damage to the leveler.

DO NOT PERMIT untrained workers to operate this leveler.

NEVER HAVE PEOPLE OR EQUIPMENT ON THIS LEVELER
while the truck is pulling away.

DO NOT EXCEED this leveler's capacity.

ALWAYS PRACTICE SAFE WORK HABITS.

Safety Decal on Leveler Frame
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INTRODUCTION

General Information

Congratulations on your choice of a Nova dock
leveler. This manual covers the NMS-series mechanical
dock leveler.

Designed by Nova to be a marvel of simplicity and
efficiency, your dock leveler, when properly installed,
will provide many years of trouble-free performance
with an absolute minimum of maintenance. To obtain
maximum performance and longest possible use, a
simple program of preventive maintenance is
recommended.

Once again, thank you and congratulations on your
purchase of a Nova mechanical dock leveler.

Dock Leveler Stock Specifications

NMS-Series dock levelers are available in the following
sizes, weight capacities, and options:

Width
6 ft (1828.8 mm)
6-1/2 ft (1981.2 mm)
7 ft (2133.6 mm)

Length
6 ft (1828.8 mm)

8 ft (2438 mm)
10 ft (3048 mm)

Capacity (CIR*
25,000 Ib (11 340 kg)
30,000 Ib (13 608 kg)
35,000 Ib (15 876 kg)
40 000 Ib (18 144 kg)
45 000 Ib (20 412 kg)
55 000 Ib (22 680 kg)

*CIR (Comparative Industry Rating)

Call Nova for your specific needs.
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INTRODUCTION

Component Identification

2 —Lip Maintenance Prop
3 —Platform

4 —Lip Link

5 —Lip Assist Spring

19

7 —Ratchet Pawl 12—Safety Leg Assy.
8 —Ratchet Bar 13—Lip (Snubber) Spring
9 —Hold Down 14—Lip Shock Absorber
10— Platform Maintenance

Prop

1
TN TRk 12
2
6
5 \ .
1.2 3
4
71819
N 11
17
13456 @
18
1 —Lip 6 —Hold Down Release Ring 11— Main Base Frame 15—Safety Leg Pull Chain

16— Lift Arm Assembly

17—Lift (Main) Spring

18— Prop. Pin and Clip

19— Working Range Toe
Guards
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INSTALLATION

Prepare Pit

A—Distance (Pit Width)

(Front and Rear) Floor) (All Four Corners)

B—Distance (Dock Floor-to-Pit

A\ WARNING

Post safety warnings and barricade the work area
at dock level and ground level to prevent
unauthorized use of the dock leveler before
installation has been completed.

Failure to follow the installation instructions can
result in damage to dock leveler, the facilities,
and/or serious personal injury or death.

4\ CAUTION

Only trained installation professionals with the
proper equipment should install this product.

IMPORTANT

DO NOT remove the shipping bands around the
dock leveler lip until instructed to do so.

D—Distance (Pit Corner-to-Corner)
(Top, Bottom, and Both Sides)

C—Distance (Pit Length)
(Both Sides of Pit)

Before lowering the dock leveler into the pit, the
following must be performed:

1. Remove all debris from the pit and sweep the pit
clean.

2. Check the entire dock leveler pit for proper
construction according to approved/certified pit
drawings. Make sure pit is square by making the
following measurements:

¢ Measure pit width distance (A) at both front
and rear of pit.

¢ Measure dock floor-to-pit floor distance (B) at
all four corners.

¢ Measure pit length distance (C) at both sides.

¢ Measure corner-to-corner (criss-cross)
distance (D) at both sides. Take measurements
at dock floor level and at pit floor level.

If any measurement is off by more than 1/8 in.
(3.18 mm), contact Nova Technical Services
before proceeding.

4111-0019 — Nov. 2006
REV APRIL 2007






